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Assistant Scientist, Biology Department, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Research interests

Marine benthic ecology, Arctic biology, larval biology, deep-sea biology, invertebrate zoology
Education

University of Oregon, Oregon Institute of Marine Biology

Biology
PhD, 2016


Dissertation: Community assembly of benthic invertebrates on insular hard substrata.
Primary research advisor: Craig Young 
Northern Michigan University




Zoology
BS, 2011
Summa Cum Laude; Full Honors; Outstanding Graduating Senior, Department of
Biology; Outstanding Graduating Senior, Honors Program; Minors in German and
 Music
Research positions and fellowships
2019-Present
Assistant Scientist, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

2016-2018
Postdoctoral Scholar, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

2012-2016 
NSF Graduate Research Fellowship, Oregon Institute of Marine Biology 
2015   

Fellowship Program for Studies in the High North, University Centre in Svalbard
2014-2015 
NSF Graduate Research Opportunities Worldwide, International Research Institute of Stavanger, Stavanger, Norway
2011-2012
Fulbright Study-Research Grant, Alfred Wegener Institute Helmholtz Centre for


Polar and Marine Research, Bremerhaven, Germany
2010  

NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates, Bodega Marine Laboratory
2008-2011   
University Scholars Research Grant, Northern Michigan University
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Cruise and field experience

2020
R/V Catapult, chief scientist on several day-trips in Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary, with ROV Pixel
2020
M/S Teisten, chief scientist on multiple day-trips in Kongsfjorden, Svalbard
2019
R/V Connecticut, chief scientist on week-long expedition in Stellwagen Bank National
Marine Sanctuary with ROV Pixel and telepresence outreach 

2019 
R/V Polarstern, HAUSGARTEN, Fram Strait, with ROV Phoca
2019
R/V Dawn Treader, chief scientist on several day-trips in Stellwagen Bank National
Marine Sanctuary, with ROV Pixel
2018
Palau International Coral Reef Center, Koror, Palau

2018 
R/V Dawn Treader, chief scientist on 4 day-trips offshore of Massachusetts

2018
NSF Early Career Training program, McMurdo Station, Antarctica

2017
R/V Polarstern, HAUSGARTEN, Fram Strait, with ROV Kiel 6000

2015
R/V Helmer Hanssen, Svalbard waters

2015 
R/V Atlantis, Mid-Atlantic Bight, with AUV Sentry and DSV Alvin
2015
R/V Thomas G. Thompson, Clarion-Clipperton Fracture Zone, with AUV Remus 6000
2015 
R/V Helmer Hanssen, Svalbard waters and research station Ny-Ålesund

2014 
R/V Thomas G. Thompson, Kermadec Trench, with HROV Nereus
2013 
R/V Endeavor, Blake Ridge
2013
NOAA ship Ronald H. Brown, Mid-Atlantic Bight, with ROV Jason II 
2012
NOAA ship Nancy Foster, Mid-Atlantic Bight, with ROV Kraken II
2012 
R/V Polarstern, HAUSGARTEN, Fram Strait

2011
R/V Polarstern, HAUSGARTEN, Fram Strait, with ROV Kiel 6000

Teaching and mentorship experience

2020-
K. Schrage

PhD student

WHOI-MIT Joint Program in Bio Oceanogr
2020
A. Smith

Undergraduate

WHOI Summer Student Fellow

2020 
M. Darack

High school

Falmouth Academy intern program

2020 
H. Sievert

High school

WHOI volunteer

2017 
S. Angier

Undergraduate

WHOI volunteer
2017 
N. Pittoors

Undergraduate

WHOI guest student
2014
A. Hueckstaedt
Undergraduate

University of Oregon
2014 
J. Reynolds

Undergraduate 
COSEE-Pacific Partnerships
2013-2014   Teaching assistant for University of Oregon courses Marine Ecology, Marine
Biology, and Invertebrate Zoology 

Workshops, symposia, and invited seminars

2020
Invited virtual presentation, Marine Research and Education conference, Moscow, Russia

2020
Invited seminar, Norwegian Polar Institute, Ny-Ålesund, Svalbard

2019
Invited workshop participant, “Advances in ocean observations – sustained system for
deep-sea meroplankton,” University of Aveiro, Aveiro, Portugal
2019 
Arctic Frontiers Emerging Leaders workshop, Norway

2019
Invited seminar, University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway

2018 
Deep-Sea Biology Symposium, Monterey, CA, USA. Oral presentation.
2018 
Invited seminar, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA, USA

2018 
Invited seminar, The Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, MA, USA

2017
Invited seminar, Bridgewater State University, Bridgewater, MA, USA

2017 
Invited seminar, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA, USA

2016
Invited workshop participant, DESCEND-2, Cambridge, MA, USA
2015 
GeoHab, Salvador, Brazil. Oral presentation. Awarded full travel scholarship.
2015 
Invited seminar, Oregon Institute of Marine Biology, Charleston, OR, USA

2015
Deep-Sea Biology Symposium, Aveiro, Portugal. Poster presented.

2014 
Invited seminar, Oregon Institute of Marine Biology, Charleston, OR, USA

2013
Invited participant in INDEEP workshop on deep-sea colonization, Southampton, UK 

2012
Deep-Sea Biology Symposium, Wellington, New Zealand. Poster presented. 

2012
Invited speaker, North Carolina State Museum of Natural Sciences 
2010 
International Conference on Biology of Freshwater Decapods, Frankfurt, Germany. Oral
presentation.
Outreach activities and media coverage
2014-present
 Eyes wide open: the life and times of a traveling scientist. Blog: kirstinmeyer.blogspot.com 
2020
Exploration of shipwrecks in Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary covered by WCAI, WBUR, WBZ, Portland Patriot Ledger, and Mental Floss.

2020
Telepresence outreach featuring live video from ROV Pixel. Eight broadcasts reached 27,000 viewers online.

2020 
“Exploring the depths of Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary” webinar through
Exploring by the Seat of Your Pants. www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVQja6gMvD4
2020
“The science of shipwrecks” webinar through Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution’s
Ocean Encounters virtual event series. www.youtube.com/watch?v=R44tKAPpKOM
2020
Two virtual presentations to middle school science classes. Teacher: Susan Walker,
Stamford, CT

2019 
Developed series of lesson plans on shipwreck biology for middle and high school levels.
https://tinyurl.com/tmwwx5u, https://tinyurl.com/rtgbote
2019
Cherryhomes, Ellie. “Scientists document historic shipwrecks in Stellwagen Bank
National Marine Sanctuary.” https://tinyurl.com/volmtj4
2019 
Exploration of the steamship Portland wreck covered by Cape Cod Today, the Cape Cod
Times, Professional Mariner, the Portland Press Herald, and Ocean News & Technology
2019
Sweeney, Emily. “Exploring the wreck of the steamship Portland, ‘the Titanic of New
England.’ Boston Globe. https://tinyurl.com/y2wnqtlw 

2019
Telepresence outreach from R/V Connecticut. Nine direct interactions reached 1,415
students in 28 schools, and four public broadcasts reached 647 people in 21 venues, with
9,400 additional viewers joining online.

2019
“Colonization in slow motion.” Ecology Daily News. http://tinyurl.com/y5w4cdon

2019
“Arctic deep-sea colonization can take decades, reveals novel 18-year study.” ECO
Magazine. http://tinyurl.com/y6taykxf
2017
LeCapra, Véronique. “Who grows there? Scientist take a closer look at biofouling marine
life.” Oceanus Magazine 53: 26-27.

2015
Special guest on Jefferson Public Radio (NPR). http://tinyurl.com/oukysao

2015
DeMarco, Emily. “Arctic fjord harbors surprising inhabitants.” Science magazine.
https://tinyurl.com/lu35wkv
Other professional activities

AAUS Scientific Diver, certified lead diver to 30 m
Closed-circuit rebreather diver (70 JJ-CCR dives to date), certified for heliotrox Mod 1 
Experienced open-circuit diver (~200 dives), certified for decompression dives to 45 m
Deep-Sea Biology Society member

Association for the Sciences of Limnology and Oceanography member
